
New WA work health survey; old 
laws inadequate

UnionsWA has today released the results of a major work health and safety survey of over 1,500 West Australians. The 
report release anticipates a work health and safety reform Bill that the McGowan Government has committed to introduce 
into the WA Parliament before it closes for 2019 and current consultations to overhaul existing work health and safety 
regulations. The survey report can be viewed and downloaded online here:

Owen Whittle, Assistant Secretary UnionsWA said:

“Current work health and safety laws were framed more than thirty years ago and are woefully out-of-date.

“We can and should save more lives and prevent more injuries.

“In the 1980’s physical risks at work were both more common and more commonly understood to be a major risk for working 
people.

“The survey finds that today workload, management-related stress, violence and associated mental ill health are the major 
concern.

“Fully 93% of survey respondents nominated workload and management-related stress as either the most important or 
second most important workplace health and safety issue.

“Workload and stress was the highest ranked issue across the public and private sector workforce and whether or not 
people are working in Perth or WA’s regions.

“Current work health and safety laws and most regulations are silent on role that work might play in prevention or 
responding to mental ill health.

“Violence and bullying was ranked as the second highest concern, notably among our public sector workforce in local 
schools, hospitals and other essential services.

“Of course, many people still work in jobs that present physical hazards to health and wellbeing, which the survey found 
more often raised by those working in the private sector or regional WA

“While our work health and safety laws have remained unchanged, medical knowledge has advanced.

“We know much more now than we did in the 1980’s about cancer causing toxins and factors such as exposure to UV 
radiation or dust.

“Manufactured stone for kitchen benchtops, a product virtually unknown until the 1990’s, contains around twice the level of 
dangerous silica compared with granite, which has been mined for millennia.

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/saveourservices/pages/3956/attachments/original/1573190374/final_UnionsWA-WHSReport-Nov2019.pdf?1573190374


“While overall rates of workplace fatalities and injuries have been declining, this rates of work healthy and safety 
improvement in WA has been slower than elsewhere.

“Until recently, penalties for work health and safety breaches in WA were the weakest in the nation, while we have among 
the most dangerous mix of industries and occupations.

“Cut backs in government work health and safety measures have also had an impact.

“Between 2007 and 2017 the number of workplace visits by Worksafe WA declined by 38%, while the numbers in 
employment rose by 22%.

“When the cops are not on the beat, crooks run free.

“Workplace inspections are crucial, in part because insecure work and economic uncertainty means that many fear that they 
will lose their job if they blow the whistle on unsafe practices.

“Unbelievably, sham contracting arrangements in the so-called gig economy mean that these working people are not 
protected by current work health and safety laws.

Further information

Work fatalities rates figures are available online here.

Serious compensable injuring see ‘Comparative Performance Monitoring Report: Comparison of work health and safety and 
workers’ compensation schemes in Australian and New Zealand’ 20th Edition, 2018, Safe Work Australia. Available online 
here.

Worksafe WA workplace visits. WorkSafe Division, Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety — questions on 
notice from public hearing, 2 October 2017
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https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/statistics-and-research/statistics/fatalities/fatality-statistics-state
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/collection/comparative-performance-monitoring-report-20th-edition
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/collection/comparative-performance-monitoring-report-20th-edition

